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Maintenance bill
of $584,000

By CARMELLE SANDER

MORE than half a million dellars will ba
spentreplacing and upprading the oir dact-
ing system at the Sonth Metropolitan Re-
gional Council’s waste compostng plant at
Canning Vale,

‘The SMRC claims the upgrsdes are part
of its onpoing maintenanee, but residents
und a former seniormechanieal enginesar of
the piant beleve the work Is being done in
raspomse to the faellity's ongoing odonr
problems.-

The SMRC voluntarily sht the plant on
Tuesday, March 27, just days after the De-
partment of Environment and Conserva-
Hon (DEC) {gsued it with a notice to Ax the
piour problems ok face prosecution and ra-
sure,

Operators of the $70 milifon Reglonal Re-
snurce Recovery Centre at Bannister Rosd
have already spent millions upgrading its
biefilters end air extraction syitem to com-
bt foul odpurs.

The latest works are expected to cost
$504,000 and are expected to take at lenst 1650
days to complete.

1t is believed the aderous collecton
syastem servicing the wasie composting
Facility's tipping Aeor also needs {o be ve-
placed.

Canning Melviile Odour Actfon Group
founder Rod Olsen sald the SMRC would
have known ahout these works weeks be-
fore they voluntarily decided to slop aecept
ing wastelast month.

. “The fact that they (SMRC) had already
chosen a tender indicates that they Imew
for a while that they needed to upgrade the

- ductsystem,” ke said.
“01d ducting has been dummped near the

fence line of the wasie composting faellity,
covered In Fust, dust and grime.”

Christopher Brots, u former senior me-
chanical engineer at the plant sald it op-
peared the SMRC was once agnin spending
money on mejor upgrades and worles,

“They are throwing money around like
confetti,” he sebd,

SMRC communications munuger Chuclk
Ellis snid the works were part of regular

e

e
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planned maintenance at the waste compost-
ing facility, not part of the upgrades to the
odour management systent,

Mr Boots said the duct system was re.
sponsible for removing ndours from the tp-
pingfloor,

“If these ducts have holes ar cracks in
them, odour 14 going to be released into the
air,” hesakd. :

Willetion resident 8imon Mykolajenko

(==

sald the odour from the plant was so
strong iast Wednesday, he felt as though he
would vomit,

"We have been getting the odour, at an
intolerable leve), since about August Iast
vear,” hesald. .

"It has renched a stage where enough is
enpugi.”

Inquiry call. See page 3
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NEWS

By CARMELLE SANDER

THE State Oppostton has called for a par-
liamentary inquiry into the controversial
waste composting fecility in Canning Vale,

Last weelt South Metropolitan Region
MLC Simon O'Brien sponsored an urgency
motion, éalling for the Leglslativé Council
to acknowledge community frastration
over odours and the ineffectiveness of the
State Government eiforts to resolve the
issue.

“1 have received over 250 emails com-
plaining about thestinlk," he sakd.

“4 standing committee inguiry will en-
able affected parties to tnke their com-
plaints to the top lavel with e reassurance

Unit In

full swing

YOUNG people suffering from a mental finess ¥y
should expect to receive trertment sooner, follow- A1
inga$l.lmillion exiension of the Bentley Hosplinl

transition unit. .

The extension, which was unveiled tast weels,
has doubled the number of teenagers the unit can

accommodete from 124024,

Stats Health Minister Jim McGinty said people
aged 12 to 18 with mental henlth problems attend-
ed freatment and guidance sessions at the unit to
help them batter integrate in the commmunity.

"It is a positive, accepting environment where
they can work ont their priorities away from the
pressures of thelr home or hospital ward,” he said,

Patients can attend the unit up to four Hmes &
week, which 1s staffed by a team of health profes-

sienals.

Group sessions include physical exercise, self-

expression, music and crefis and life skills.

Vietoria Parlt MLA Ben Wyeatt safd It was espe-
cially impertant that teenagers who attended the
unit hed access to a sehoalroom steffed by Hospl-

tal Schonl Services.

“The HS5 teachers piny a key role in integrat-
ing these young people back into mainstream

schooling,” hesald.

Jimy MeGinty with Dr Mark Roaney, Acting
Director of Mental Health, at Bentlay

- Hospital.

Piefura: Justin Benson-Cooper d256862

Il for

that the committee can male recommenda-
tions to the government.,

“The Sonth Meiropolitan Resource Cen-
trewill also be ableto tell its side ofthe story
and member counctls of the SMRC will be
able to make independent submisstons.”™

Mr O'Brien sald while the plant was re-
spenstble for the majority of wasta dispasal
across the Sonth Metropolitan Reglon,
some residents were being serfously affect
ed.

“The investment hos cost locak residents
well over §70 million, including $2.4 million
Inst year on reploncing collapsed biofilters.
If the piant was elosed it would bea very ex-
pensive mistake lor the south metropolitan
communitytoearry,” besajd: - -

Environment Minister David Temple~

RC

man said the SMRC was yet to complete
odour reduction works and confirm that it
could manape odours satisfactorily at the
sita.

"I am well aware of the community con-
cern regarding the SMRC facility,” he said.
“The Department of Environment and Con-
servation will not hoesitate to take swift en-
forcement action should excessive odours
remaln after completion of these works.”

He sald the State Government was sup-
partive of sinving off the damnging effects of
climate change, but believed the facility
should not be allowed to remain in opera-
tl;m Ifit was to the deiriment of the commu-
nity

‘The DEC tlosed the plant in December
1ast year in response o odour complaints

FATLEY UL Tir yp
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{rom surrounding residents and business
GWRErs,

The facility wag allowed o re-open ot the
start of February, At the end of last month
the operators closed voluniarily, justdays
after the DEC issued them with a notice {0
fix the odour problems or face prosecution
and clpsure.

The SMRC, which operates the centre st .

Dannister Road, has been in the spoilight
for several months following o raft of odour
complaints from residents in Willetion,
Leeming, Canning Vale and Bull Creek.

1t temporarily stopped receiving house-
Lold waosie from the cities of Canaing,
Metville, Cockburn, Fremantle and the
Town of East Fremantle late Inst month ina
bid tofix the ongoing odour problems,

iN BRIEF

Top cop nomination

PEOPLE In WA are encouraged to
nominate a police officer whe has
shown a consistent and sutstanding
devotion sbove normal expectations
for the Palice Officer of the Year
Award,

Commissioner Karl 0'Callaghan
sald there were many ocficers who de-
served recognition for their sutstand-
ing contribution to protecting and
serving the community.

‘The award is to be presented on Oc-
tober 2,

Foar moreInformation on the awnrd
or a homination form, go to the WA Po-
Hee website at www.police.va,pov.an
or coniact Public Affairs on 9222 1225,

Heritage awards

A NEW category of the annual WA
Heyitage Council awards recognises
people who make a sipnificant
achievement in the conservationor In-
terpretation of a place listed in the
State Registaer.

Nominations for the awards ciosed
at5pm on April 20.

Nomination forms rould be found
on the council's wehsite {(www.her-
itage.wa.gov.au). The awards will he
announced on May 30 and ingulries
can he made on 9221 4177.

‘HAVE YOU GOT ALL THE RIGHT
“ANSWERS WHEN BUYING -

Steve Kulynyez from PrnsserToyota has

Fhone kim on 0413 010 787

OYOTA

PRUSSER i9492 1388

2085 ALHARY HWY, GOSNELLS

 We ore not pawnbrokers or paydny lenders

v Affordable, Up 1o | yenr to repny

¥ Centreink clients nod pensioners weleome
. Poar credit history? Enquire now!
© Fust decisions [Usually M4z

" 9362 4355

VIC PARK/BELMONT
SHIOP 8, 950 ALBANY BWY EAST VICTORIA PARK

We lend = 5200 ¢ $2000

For any WORTHWHILE PURPOSE*

v All lomns comply with the Consumer Credit Code

* Torms e Ssionn ply

Moark spacialises in;
* « Investment Advice

+ Waalth Protection and Risk
Minimisation

Planning
* Retirement Income Streams

Funds

» Estate Planning
» Taxation advice & gompliance

Frnlcnmm
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- Free Measure and’ Quote ;-
l’h; 9493 6688 Fax: D493 6644

* Creating Wealth Tax Effectively
= Superannuation and Retirament
+ Self Managed Superannuation

+ All other arcounting requirements

Call Mark Power on 9256 4733 or 0417 984 364 for an
appointment to discuss how he can help you and your family.

SUITE 5, 102 CATALAND CiRCIHT, CANMING VALE,

JANGINE MOTHER'S DAY
SPECIALS NOAY AVAILABLEL

SUUTHIAHDS FAERK

Aruedited Jomme § $tcr Decler
+ Seothlesd domezendz] Ceatie
“1/73 Minelzre Gel'p B, Vidzitan

Helping you manage your wealth and
achieve your lifestyle goals
A knowledgeable and experiencad Financial Adviser & Chertered

Accountent, Mark Power can wark with you to ensure you reach
‘your desired lifestyle goals

CAN KILL UNEXPECTEDLY

= Dne Australian Dles Every 10 Minutes
as a result of cardiovascular disease

s Goronary Heart Disease Is the laroest

ARE YOU n smoker, hava diabetes or high cholesteml?

"~ YOUR:HEART CHECK GAN

"HEART ATTACK

Did You Know

single cause of death In Australla

0 YOI sutier chest pains ar Breatfiessness?
. 00 YOU suffer from faligus?
0 YOU hava an Irrenular puisa or palpitations?

CALL THE HEART CHECK CLIRIG
BEFORE A HEAHT ATTAGK... NOT AFTER

“BE100%'BULK: BILI.EI'I :
- SUBJECT T0'0UH DOCTORS ASSESSMENT.

No referral roquired call The Heart Chook Clinic NGW!

_1300 733 307

CLINICS LOCATED AUSTRALIA WIDE - -
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