Article - Withdrawal bid halted http://epaper.communitynews.com.au/Repository/getFiles.asp?Style=0l...

Publication: Canning Times - South;Date: Jul 15, 2008;Section: Front Page;Page: 1

1ofl

Withdrawal bid halted

By ADAM EROCKMAN

CANNING councillors will meet
with the Southern Metropolitan
Regional Council (SMRC)
following concerns about a failed
motion by the city to withdraw
from the regional group.

Council rejected a motion from
Cr Chris Boots at the June 24 meet-
ing to withdraw from the Regional
Resource Recovery Centre project
and the SMRC, which operates it.

Former Mayor Mick Leklas re-
celved a letter on the night of the
meeting, signed by the mayors of
SMREC member councils Cock-
burn, East Fremantle, Fremantle,
Melville and Rockingharm.

The letter said that while it was
apparent the council was under
pressure from residents con-
cerned by odour from the centre, it
was expected the SMRC would
face some difficulties, as with the
introduction of any alternative
waste technology initiatives.

“We collectively believe that
We must continue to develop alter-
native waste treatment technolo-
@y to be sustainable in the long
term and we believe the SMRC 1s
the best vehicle to achieve this.”
theletter stated.

“We believe that it is not in the
best interests of Canning or the
other member councils to make
such a major decision without
first having the opportunity to dis-
cuss the matter with other partici-
pant councils.

“Your decision will not only
have significant ramifications for
Canning but for all member coun-
cils involved. It would be disap-
pointing if a decision was made
that may jeopardise vour contin-
ued and valued involvement with-
outfirst the opportunity toexplore
your concerns.”

Council later passed a motion

Act mePaoer

from Cr Lindsay Elliott to ask the
SMRC to seek an alternative site
for the resource recovery centre
within five years. Cr Elliott sald
that while there was general
agreement about the importance
of the work conducted by the facil-
ity, it should belocated away from
residential areas to remove its im-
pacton the lifestyles of residents.
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